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Outline

The problem?

• Knowledge

• Process

Way’s forward?

• Top-down

• Bottom-up



Example figures:

“85% of the region is affected by at least one 
land-use pressure and 60% is affected by 
multiple land-use pressures” 

(Stoessel et al. 2022, 
https://www.nature.com/articles/s41598-022-
20095-w.)

“We found a 71 % decline in the area of lichen-
abundant forests over the last 60 years.”

(Sandström et al. 2016, 
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s13280-
015-0759-0)

https://www.nature.com/articles/s41598-022-20095-w
https://www.nature.com/articles/s41598-022-20095-w
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s13280-015-0759-0
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s13280-015-0759-0


Epistemic injustice

Industry proposals tend to overlook 
risks for Indigenous Sámi rights, 
exposing a considerable knowledge gap 
about mining impacts on Sámi lands. 

Results for 11 impact assessments for mining 
projects in the Swedish part of Sápmi

Forthcoming paper, Journal of Northern Studies.



Poor Sámi involvement

http://dx.doi.org/10.1080/14615517.2017.1390874

http://dx.doi.org/10.1080/14615517.2017.1390874


Mining in Sápmi and new EU rules





https://doi.org/10.1080/08941920.2024.2321874

Negotiated agreements

“While many developments commence with scant 

regard for Sámi rights and interest, herding 

communities have in recent years been 

successfully challenging developers as well as 

government actors, both in the national court system 

and in international fora. This likely provides 

motivation for developers to take proactive 

measures beyond legislative requirements and 

negotiate consent from herding communities, and 

agreement-making may here play a role.”



‘My experience is that, by and large, we’re forced to 

sign agreements. Since we don’t see other options, 

because there is no real protection for us’. 

‘I don’t want any financial compensation. What I 

want… is lands that I can use…’.



Evaluating the outcomes for reindeer well-being



Findings (scale of -1 to -5)



Sámi Democratic Engagement in the Energy Transition: 
Advancing Justice, Legitimacy, and Participatory Governance

https://www.nordforsk.org/projects/sami-democratic-engagement-energy-transition-advancing-justice-legitimacy-and 

What to consider? 

• The status of the Sámi as an Indigenous people (collective rights holders, not 

stake-holders, with specific requirements for decision making)

• Cumulative effects of industry projects (lack of coordination and knowledge 

deficits, with extensive pressures on Sámi territories, with direct implications for 

the sustainability and legitimacy of future industrial projects.)

• Structural disparities in safeguarding Sámi rights (failure of Nordic countries 

to fulfill their international and national commitments to Indigenous rights

https://www.nordforsk.org/projects/sami-democratic-engagement-energy-transition-advancing-justice-legitimacy-and


Thank you! Gijtto!

The new project: https://www.nordforsk.org/projects/sami-democratic-

engagement-energy-transition-advancing-justice-legitimacy-and 

The SEI HQ Rights & Equity Team: 

https://www.sei.org/centres/headquarters/research-areas/rights-and-

equity/ 

Contact: rasmus.klocker.larsen@sei.org / +46 73 7078564
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